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SC issues showcause
notice to BCCI brass

● LODHAPANEL

FE BUREAU
NewDelhi, August 23

COMING DOWN HEAVILY on
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI), the Supreme
Court onWednesday asked the
three boardmembers — acting
president C K Khanna, acting
secretary Amitabh Chaudhary
and treasurer Anirudh Chaud-
hary—to explainwhytheyhave

not implemented any of the re-
forms suggested by the Lodha
panel lastyear,adding‘thisshut-
tlingandre-shuttlingwillnotbe
allowed.’

It directed the trio to be per-
sonallypresentonSeptember19
to explain theirposition.

ItalsoaskedtheSC-appointed
Committee of Administrators
(CoA),managingtheaffairsofthe
board,todraftanewconstitution

onthebasisofitslastyear’sdirec-
tionsbyAugust30.

AbenchheadedbyJusticeDi-
pak Misra said that the draft
constitutionwould be based on
its directions of July 18, 2016
and its orderof July24,2017 by
which it agreed to re-examine
the one-state-one-vote princi-
ple,the strengthof the selection
committee and the status of as-
sociatemembers.

The court said a copyof the
draft constitution would be
given to all the counsel repre-
senting the BCCI,state associa-
tions,Railways andAssociation
of IndianUniversities and oth-
ers. All of them have sought
modification of the Justice
LodhaCommittee’srecommen-
dations.Alltheseentitieswillfile
theirobjectionsinwriting,ifany,
to thedraftconstitution,it said.

“The draft constitutionwill
be circulated to BCCI and BCCI
will give its suggestions,” the
SupremeCourtsaid,adding,‘we
are open on certain issues but
BCCIhasn’t doneanything.’

AmicuscuriaeGopalSubra-
maniumtoldtheBenchthatthe
three BCCI office-bearerswere
thepersons responsible for im-
plementing the recommenda-
tionsof the JusticeLodhapanel
and the top court’s directions,
but they have not done that so
far.

“The BCCI’s Special General
Body meeting on July 26 did
nothing to implement the Jus-
ticeLodhapanel recommenda-
tions,”he said.

TheSupremeCourtwill also
consideron September19 a re-
port submitted by the CoA
which has sought removal of
the top three BCCI officials on
the ground that their conduct
was‘unfit’andthattheyweren’t
in a position to ‘make good’on
their undertakings of imple-
menting the cricket reforms.

TheCoAhad recommended
the ouster of Khanna,
Chaudhary and Chaudhry
andaskedforthemanagement,
administrationandgovernance
ofIndiancrickettobeentrusted
exclusively in its hands till
the new set of office-bearers
were appointed through fresh
elections.

Indian-origin
CEO racially
abused by
Trump
supporters
PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NewYork, August 23

AN INDIAN-ORIGIN CEO was
raciall abused and told to “go
back to India” and also take
along Nikki Haley after he said
that he will not support Presi-
dent DonaldTrump’s economic
agenda after the US leader ap-
peared to defend white su-
premacists following the Vir-
giniaviolence.

US-born Ravin Gandhi, 44
founder andCEOofGMMNon-
stickCoatings,aglobalsupplierof
coatings for cookware andbake-
ware,wrote an op-ed for CNBC
followingTrump’sCharlottesville
remarks butwas quickly trolled
andraciallyabusedbyreaders,the
ChicagoTribunereported.

“Irecently toldtheNewYork
Times Iwas‘rooting’forcertain
aspects of Trump’s economic
agenda,” Gandhiwrote in the
op-ed.“AfterCharlottesville and
its aftermath, I will not defend
Trump even if the Dow hits
50,000,unemployment goes to
1%,andGDPgrowsby7%.Some
issuestranscendeconomics,and
Iwillnotingoodconsciencesup-
port a president who seems to
hateAmericanswho don’t look
like him.”Hundreds ofwhite su-
premacistsclashedwithcounter
demonstratorsat a rally inChar-
lottesvilleonAugust12inwhich
a 32-year-oldwomanwas killed
and 19 injuredwhen a cardrove
intoacrowdofprotesters.

Gandhiwassoonbombarded
byhate commentsonhisoption
piece, including a voicemail
fromawomanwho saidGandhi
should “get your (expletive)
garbageandgoback to India.”

Thewoman,usingabusiveand
inappropriate language, told
Gandhi that he should also take
“that other half-(expletive)
Bangladesh (expletive) with you,
NikkiHaley,”referringtotheUSen-
voytotheUN.“She’s(Haley)theone
thatstartedall thiswhenshetook
downtheConfederateflag.Sodon’t
tellusthatyougavehimachance.
Wedon’tgivea(expletive)whoyou
gaveachance,OK?We’regoingto
starttakingdownBuddhiststatues
andseehowyouandNikkiHaley
likethat,”thewomansaid.
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